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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contem- 
plated or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses, are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in progress, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
A PLANE REQUEST 
Recently the name of L. Pontrjagin has been linked with that 
of K. Kuratowski indicating coauthorship of The Theorem on Planar 
Graphs. 
We are seeking documentation that a Pontrjagin proof of this 
theorem did exist prior to or concurrently with the proof pub- 
lished by Kuratowski (Sur le problbme des courbes gauches en 
topologie, Fundamenta Mathematics 15 [1930], 271-283). Such 
documentation would be of historical interest, providing an ex- 
cellent example of the independent discovery of an important 
theorem. It is established that 0. Frink and P. A. Smith (Irre- 
ducible non-planar graphs, Abstract 179, Bulletin of the American 
Mathematical Society 36 [1930], 214) had announced a paper which 
contained a proof of this theorem. However, their paper was not 
published because of Kuratowski's pending publication. 
We would appreciate receiving any information, supplementing 
what we have already gathered, pertaining to the early history 
of the proof of this theorem. 
Please write to: 
John W. Kennedy or Louis V. Quintas 
Research Institute Mathematics Department 
Advanced Medical Products Pace University 
10 Conway close, Gorse Lane New York, NY 10038 
Clacton-on-Sea 
Essex, England 
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